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Royal Society of Literature of the United Kingdom, Vol. 26 But,
except for more or less vague allusions in the epics and
chronicles of the Middle Ages, the recidivist criminal has to wait
for nearly 1500 years before making his second and, as we
shall see, in effective bow. How can we explain this neglect, the
knowledge of which must have been keener torture to the
shade of the vainglorious tyrant than any of the other pangs in
his Hellenic Hades? v as it because the blackness of his portrait
as originally drawn gave no clue to the possible existence of
such conflicting features in him as were considered requisite by
the canons of the classic drama? How ever that may be, it was
not until we reach the marked fondness of the Elizabethan
poets for the raw and bloody side of life a trait in which we
must admit that they have no cause to be jealous of the
somewhat anaemic, however scrupulous, realism of the
present day - it was not till...
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