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table of contents Such excise laws had always been unpopular among the small farmers in Great Britain; they
excited hatred, which they brought with them to this country, and which may be regarded as hereditary.
Scarcely any of the causes of complaint which led to the revolution, had so strong a hold on the people of
Pennsylvania as the stamp act, an excise regarded as an oppressive tax on colonial industry. - H.H.
Brackenridge, History of the Western Insurrection in Western Pennsylvania It should come as no surprise to
anyone that it is much easier to overthrow a government than form a new one, and that in turn it is easier to
form a government than to govern. The men who founded America knew these facts in theory, but in the last
decade of the 18th century, they learned them by experience when just a few years after the new Constitution
had been ratified, a rebellion arose over taxes. As it turned out, some of the people who fought a war against
taxation without representation were also upset by taxation even with Congressional representation. Given that
most people are averse to being parted from their hard-earned money for any reason, this is not surprising, but
it still had to be dealt with, and firmly, or the new republic might not have survived. As Secretary of Treasury,
Alexander Hamilton was looking for ways to shore up the young nation s finances and pay off the debts
incurred by the Revolution. At the same time,...
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