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Original publisher: Washington : U. S. G. P. O. , 2009. LC Number: KF27 . J8588 2008s OCLC Number:
(0OCoL()313457187 Subject: Animal welfare -- Law and legislation -- United States. Excerpt: . .. 9 The sponsors of
the legislation seek to expand Congress jurisdic-tion and affect extra territory by adding this crime to our
Federal code, which others have raised, causes issues of treaty violations. Professor John Baker, of Louisiana
State University Law School, recently published a report on this trend - revisiting the explosive growth of
Federal crimes. In his paper, Professor Baker writes that over the past 25 years, Congress has, on average,
created over 500 new crimes per decade. His research indicates there are at least 4450 Federal crimes in the U.
S. Code, 452 of which being created since 2007. And one of the issues in so many of these new crimes is the mens
rea, or the requirement of intent or guilty mind. But one concern is that 6598 would criminalize the possession,
transport, or sale of a horse that is intended to be slaughtered that it may allow people to be pursued that did
not intend to commit a wrongful act. We have heard many stories of these rising rates of horses being
abandoned because the owners could not afford to keep them. And so we will be interested in hearing and
gathering more information on that. It does make it difficult, like in my days as a judge, when you have got two
sides that paint completely different pictures of get-ting down to what really is the true situation. We previously
heard heartrending information about how some horse slaughter facilities, most or all, had to have been
inhumanely...
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