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language: English, abstract: Inhaltsangabe:Abstract: Worldwide political and economic changes within the last
two decades opened the way to increased globalisation. The existence of multinational organisations, together
with their increasing power and influence put a threat on the political and social system. Against this
background the social responsibilities of companies together with their social reporting practice must be re-
examined in order to guarantee transparency and equality between all members of society. The following work
compares the social reporting practice of two European countries ; Ireland and Germany. As it is not possible
to conduct a representative analysis within the limiting framework of this paper, the annual reports of Fyffes
and the Douglas Holding AG, issued in the same year (2002), are analysed and compared. Two Interviews were
also conducted in order to show additional opinions of the current reporting practice. To describe social
reporting, the underlying idea, which is corporate social responsibility, is presented at first. Different theoretical
approaches to the concept of social reporting are introduced, as well as a few operational models. The legal
accounting framework of the two countries is also briefly introduced in order to show possible mandatory
elements of social reporting within the legal system. The conclusion of this paper shows that both companies
report very little on their corporate social responsibility due to various reasons. Both interviewees support this
finding and give additional explanations. As mentioned above, this research is not representative concerning
the Irish and German social reporting practice in general and therefore is limited in...
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