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from too great a contrast between the parents, shapeless
mongrels may be produced. As a general rule to render
crossing successful, we should endeavour to find some affinity
of constitution between the improvers and those we wish to
improve; sometimes the character of the wool denotes this
affinity. Thus there is scarcely a breed of long-woolled sheep
but what has been greatly improved by means of the Leicester
ram, whilst it generally failed in effecting any permanent
improvement in shortwoolled sheep, amongst which the South
Downs have been far more successful. As a general rule, the
first cross between a superior and an inferior race is very
successful, producing animals approximating, in most
respects, to their more improved parents, but after the first
cross the breed usually deteriorates. It must, therefore, be
borne in mind that crossing is an experiment sometimes
succeeding and sometimes failing...
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